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Town Team Movement and PLACE
Laboratory acknowledge the Ngarluma
people as the traditional custodians of
this land and pays respect to Elders past,
present and emerging. 

We recognise the special relationship
and connection that Ngarluma  people
have with this Country. 

We recognise the significant contribution
the Ngarluma  people have played in
caring for Country. 

For time immemorial they have
maintained a tangible and intangible
cultural, social, environmental, spiritual
and economic connection to these lands
and waters. 
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Ieramugadu (Roebourne), located on the banks of the Ngurin River, has seen a lot of community engagement, studies and plans over
recent years. 

Building on this past work, the Ieramugadu (Roebourne) Place Plan will create a roadmap for the next four years to help bring the
Community Vision for Ieramugadu to life, together: residents, businesses, industry, organisations and the City of Karratha (‘the City’). 

The Place Plan especially builds on recent community engagement for the City’s Strategic Community Plan (SCP). The focus of that
plan was City-wide, and while there was some engagement on different towns, further work is needed to prioritise and then implement
priority actions. SCP engagement resulted in the Community Vision For Ieramugadu - the starting point for the action-focused Place
Plan.

This report discusses some of the history and characteristics, the Community Vision, and existing priorities for Ieramugadu. Priorities
will be discussed and refined through community and stakeholder conversations to identify a clear set of actions.

Existing elements, priorities and plans are shown in a set of maps. These are only a ‘conversation starter’ - to be improved together
through the project, helping shape the Place Plan and agreed actions. Maps cover:

Existing Elements 
Environment + Landscape
Culture, Community + Economy 
Infrastructure + Built Elements 
Recreation Amenities

This report has been informed by past work including: 
Community Vision for Ieramugadu (Artwork) from Strategic Community Plan engagement (2024)
Roebourne Recreation Precinct Draft Masterplan Report
Roebourne Streetscape Masterplan 
Roebourne Structure Plan 
Roebourne Services and Facilities Strategy 
Strategic Community Plan engagement findings (2024-25)



Located on both sides of the Ngurin (Harding) River - the lifeblood of the town - Ieramugadu (Roebourne) is around 35 kilometres
southeast of Karratha, along the Northwest Coastal Highway in Western Australia’s Pilbara region. 

Ieramugadu is located on Ngarluma Country. Yindjibarni Country is next t to Ngarluma Country, and Yinjibarni people are also
connected to the area. Ieramugadu is the centre for many Aboriginal Language Groups which include the Ngarluma, Yindjibarndi,
Banyima, Gurrama and Marduthunia peoples. 

The area has been used continuously by Traditional Owners for over 30,000 years. In 1866, it became the first gazetted town in
Australia’s northwest, being named as ‘Roebourne’. In its early days as ‘Roebourne’ it was set up to support the farming industry in
surrounding areas. It was also the first location for the Roebourne Shire Council’s offices, until they moved to Karratha in 1971.
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About Ieramugadu: history + characteristics

Source: Roebourne Recreation Precinct Draft Masterplan Report

 The mid 1970s to early 1980s were a very difficult time
of social and economic change for Ieramugadu and its
communities, with increasing use of police force,
particularly against the Indigenous community. 

In 2007, the Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation was
granted Native Title on behalf of Ngarluma people of
parts of the land surrounding Roebourne, and in 2015 a
consent determination of the Federal Court confirmed
Ngarluma as the native title holders of land in the towns
of Dampier, Wickham, Roebourne, Point Samson and
Karratha. 

Ieramugadu is now a predominantly Indigenous town,
with 68% of its 700 people identifying as Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander (2021 Census).
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About Ieramugadu: history + characteristics

LANGUAGESAGE

Median Age: 34 

A relatively high
population aged
over 50

Yindjibarndi: ~700
Ngarluma: ~20 

MOVEMENT

Native Speakers:

+ others

21.7% moved within the
last year

53.5% moved within the
last five years

LOCAL ECONOMY

Development of an
increasing number of
Aboriginal businesses

Workforce participation
rate of 40%
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Resilient spirit: A determined community that often
bounces back
Rich cultural heritage: A diversity of Traditional Owner
language groups strengthening its identity
Thriving art scene: Becoming renowned for a strong and
growing art community, which brings beauty,
expression, and economic opportunity.
Tourism potential:

vibrant art community
historic heritage precinct
located on the major Northwest Coastal Highway

Powerful community organisations: A wealth of existing
programs dedicated to improving health and wellbeing 
Economic opportunities: New ventures are being
explored and developed to create a prosperous future
for Ieramugadu

About Ieramugadu: history + characteristics

Improving housing conditions and reducing
overcrowding
Supporting health and wellbeing — especially around
diabetes, heart health, mental health and asthma
Making the community safer
Boosting education participation and lifelong learning
Expanding economic and income-generating
opportunities

FOCUS AREAS FOR A STRONGER
FUTURE

IERAMUGADU'S STRENGTHS

Ieramugadu is working on some main priorities: Ieramugadu has many community strengths and
unique assets:



Existing Elements
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Key existing elements of Ieramugadu identified through a review of documents are captured in map below. These form a basis for
planning with community and stakeholders and can be added to or refined as the Place Plan project progresses.



Vision, Values + Aspirations
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This Community Vision for Ieramugadu was created during engagement in 2024 for the City of Karratha’s Strategic Community Plan. It
will be the starting point for exploring implementation.  The statements of ‘what we like’ in this Vision will be tested through
community engagement, helping to clarify the values that will guide the Place Plan’s development and implementation, and the key
aspirations that support prioritisation.



Environment + Landscape
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The following are identified as existing priorities from past planning and engagement, and are a starting point for exploring priorities.



Culture, Community + Economy
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The following are identified as existing priorities from past planning and engagement, and are a starting point for exploring priorities.



Infrastructure + Built Elements 
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The following are identified as existing priorities from past planning and engagement, and are a starting point for exploring priorities.



Recreation Amenities
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The following are identified as existing priorities from past planning and engagement, and are a starting point for exploring priorities.


