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City of Karratha 
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14,910
Jobs

$20bn
Economic output 

24,237
Population 

1.8%
Unemployment 



New Projects Pipeline 
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49
Projects

$34.5 billion
Total projects value

2023-40
Timeline



Projects per Sector

Infrastructure
15 Projects

Mining
8 projects

Transport
6 ProjectsManufacturing

9 Projects

Other
6 Projects

Energy
3 Projects

Oil & Gas 
Extraction
2 Projects

30.6%

18.4% 16.3%

12.2%

12.2%

6.1%
4.1
%
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Karratha Airport
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Insurance Pressure
Affordability stressed 
households by LGA 
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Weekly rent in Karratha, WA

Dec 2018
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Karratha Population Forecast
Worst Case Scenario (All Known Projects)

Po
pu

la
tio

n

General population growth

Project related workforce

Indirect workforces

Construction workforce    

15% to 30% 
growth in 5 

years
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Karratha Population Forecast
Construction & Approved Projects Scenario
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Construction workforce    

85 indirect 
workers for 
every 100 
industrial 
workers
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Shortfall = 4000 beds
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1200 additional 
dwellings

2000 additional  
dwellings
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What is the City doing?
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City-owned, development-ready land
Potential yield

45

31

28

32

36

35,000
Area (m2)

172
Total yield 
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Housing EOI
15 proposals under assessment, generally in the following categories

Build to 
Own

City invests in a 
housing solution 
and owns/ rents/ 

sells the asset

Guarantee

The City 
guarantees the 

loan assumed by 
the proponent, or 

guarantees a 
long-term lease 

to guarantee 
cashflow

Debt 
Finance

The City provides 
a loan. Terms 

vary, with 
differing degrees 

of risk

Joint 
Venture

The City partners 
to co-finance a 
development. 

Joint ownership.

Gift the 
Land

The City provides 
the land (free or 

subsidised)
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Housing EOI Project Examples

Typically modular, high density, shipped from Asia to Dampier

Housing Australia Future Fund eligible (affordable housing)

Medical apartments and NDIS eligible, near hospital

Housing Co-op with low price of entry and shared facilities
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What can others do?

Development ready land

Housing as critical 
economic infrastructure 

1 cent for every $ GDP 
for community

Stamp duty on insurance 
& property transfers

Housing for state 
government employees

Long term leasing 
agreements

20 | Developing Northern Australia 2024 | City of Karratha



Become a Champion for the Pilbara!

The City of Karratha is looking for dedicated individuals to 
join us as Advocacy Champions. 

Help us amplify the voices of our community and drive 
positive change! 

Register Now:
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